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Congratulations to Tilo Freiwald

New spokesperson of the iSTARs: Sina Rosenkranz
iSTAR Retreat 2025

Upcoming event: iSTAR Retreat 2026

Call for applications

Significant publications by iSTARs
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1. Welcome to iSTAR

Dr. Joseph Tintelnot, senior physician and medical specialist in Internal Med-
icine and Hematology/Oncology at the Il. Department of Medicine. He joined
the iSTAR program in November 2025 as an associated member. His research
focuses on Tumorimmunology and Immunotherapy. A warm welcome to
iSTAR, Joseph Tintelnot!
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2. Congratulations to Dr. Tilo Freiwlad!

Since November 2022, Tilo Freiwald has been part of the = =
iSTAR program. He works in the Ill. Department of Medicine,
where he conducts research on the project “The complement
system in inflammatory renal disease: Dissecting intracellular °  :
C3 signaling.” /"Q A LW L‘
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Immediately upon joining the iSTAR Program, Tilo Freiwald

was elected as the spokesperson of the iSTARs, a role he suc-
cessfully fulfilled for two years.

Dr. Tilo Freiwald during his interim evaluation.

In November, during the iSTAR retreat, Tilo Freiwald successfully completed his iSTAR interim evalua-
tion. Congratulations, Tilo Freiwald, and we are delighted that you will continue to be part of the iSTAR
program.

iSTAR Universitatsklinikum Hamburg-Eppendorf
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3. New spokesperson of the iSTARs: Sina Rosenkranz
In December last year, Fabian Braun was elected as spokes-
person of the iSTARs. In this role, he represented the iSTARs BER | ‘

at the EMPOWER-ACS meeting in Wiirzburg and contributed | = O G
significantly to the organization of this year’s retreat. Futher- | IEl R

more he was always available for constructive exchange. We &) > &

would like to express our sincere gratitude to Fabian Braun m = i?ﬂ L
for his excellent collaboration. Dr. Fabian Braun and Dr. Sina Rosenkranz.

In November 2025, Sina Rosenkranz was elected as the new

spokesperson. We extend our warmest congratulations and look forward to a productive and pleasant
collaboration.

4.iSTAR Retreat 2025

End of November, the annual iSTAR Retreat took place at the beautiful venue Seehotel Topferhaus. It
featured inspiring presentations, engaging discussions, and a strong sense of community. A big thank-
you to all participants. Thank you for being there and filling this retreat with energy and expertise.

5.iSTAR Retreat 2026 — Save the date

Der Seehof, Das Hotel im See

e = In 2026 a joint (A)CS retreat with all memebrs of
e the iSTAR, iDfellows and iPRIME-CS program is
. planned.

Please Save the date: 25t & 26 of June 2026.
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6. Call for applications
The next round of application is currently open. Applications must be submitted by email to
iSTAR@uke.de until the 30t of April 2026.

Please scan the QR-code for further information.

7. Significant publications by iSTARs

Preukschas AA, Grotellischen R, Nakano R, Suguru M, Yokota S, Seeger P, Schmidt HC, Llicke J, Zazara DE, Sabihi
M, Papazoglou ED, Parente A, Wassmer CH, Colucci N, Lykoudis PM, Ziogas IA, Moris D, Mercanoglu B, Benne-
mann S, Al-Harazi A, Nentwich MF, Nickel F, Mann O, Izbicki JR, Hackert T, Oh J, Segedi M, Bleszynski M, Chartier-
Plante S, Harriman D, Wagner KC, Oldhafer KJ, Lohse AW, Arck P, Gondolesi GE, Huber S, Sayed BA, Vandermeu-
len M, Oldani G, Belenkov S, Li J, Tomuschat C, Dust T, Moreno AMA, Giorgakis E, Adams MA, Mazariegos G,
Zhang T, Thomson AW, Giannou AD. Transforming orthotopic liver transplantation: Innovative dry-lab simu-
lation model in mice. Curr Probl Surg. 2025 Dec;73:101920. doi: 10.1016/j.cpsurg.2025.101920. Epub 2025 Oct
17. PMID: 41354508.

Seeger P, Preukschas AA, Liicke J, Sabihi M, Stringa P, Lausada N, Moreira J, Dezillio LEV, Serradilla J, Moreno AMA,
Oliveros FH, Bennemann S, Machicote A, Zazara DE, Papazoglou ED, Mercanoglu B, Ghadban T, Nentwich MF, Nickel
F, Mann O, Hackert T, Gentilini MV, Oh J, Oldani G, Chartier-Plante S, Harriman D, Oldhafer KJ, Huber S, Gondolesi
GE, Giannou AD. Revolutionizing small bowel transplantation in mice and rats: A cutting-edge dry-lab simu-
lation model. Curr Probl Surg. 2025 Dec;73:101917. doi: 10.1016/j.cpsurg.2025.101917. Epub 2025 Oct 14. PMID:
41354505.

Gaebler C, Kor S, Allers K, Perotti M, Mwangi D, Meixenberger K, Hanke K, Trenkner T, Kraus T, Sha Y, Arentowicz C,
Odidika S, Grahn N, Scheck R, Perkins N, Pardons M, Igbokwe V, Corman V, Burmeister T, Blau O, Siirlicii G, Pru3 A,
Schneider CG, Klausen G, Sauter J, Klein F, Sander LE, Hofmann J, Vuong L, Bullinger L, Penter L, Gruell H, Reeves
DB, Schommers P, Hoelzemer A, Obermeier M, Blau IW, Schneider T, Penack O. Sustained HIV-1 remission after
heterozygous CCR5A32 stem cell transplantation. Nature. 2025 Dec 1. doi: 10.1038/541586-025-09893-0. Epub
ahead of print. PMID: 41326734.

Hoelzemer A, Garcia-Beltran WF. A transatlantic joint lab model for interdisciplinary research. Nat Microbiol.
2025 Oct;10(10):2356-2358. doi: 10.1038/s41564-025-02127-z. PMID: 40983702.

Please do not hesitate to contact Sonja Hiekmann (iSTAR@uke.de) if you have comments or questions regarding the iSTAR program. If you
do not wish to receive any further iSTAR newsletters, please reply to this email with “Unsubscribe” in the reference line.



